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PACIFIC REGION CCG VESSEL -POST CRUISE REPORT

NAME OF SHIP/PLATFORM:   John P. Tully
DATE:

FROM:
  Sept 2.,
 2004

TO:  Sept. 11, 2004
SCIENCE CRUISE NUMBER:
IOS 200
4-25

SHIP’S PATROL NUMBER:

CHIEF SCIENTIST[S]:  Doug Yelland
AREAS OF OPERATION West coast of Vancouver Island, Juan de Fuca Strait to Queen Charlotte Sound, Hecate Strait
CRUISE OBJECTIVE/OBJECTIVES:
Biological 
oceanography time series (CTD, nutrients, zooplankton net tows) along the west coast Vancouver Island, monitoring COPRA zooplankton stations, and acoustic and zooplankton survey in Hecate Strait and Queen Charlotte Sound.
DAYS ALLOCATED:
10


DAYS OF OPERATION: 
10
DAYS LOST DUE TO WEATHER:
No time lost due to weather
RESULTS:

We completed plankton and water property measurements along 5 outer coast survey lines (extending seaward from Barkley Sound, Estevan Point, Brooks Peninsula, and the Scott Islands), plus several additional sampling locations off the mouth of Juan de Fuca Strait and Cape Scott.  Acoustical survey lines were run through Hecate Strait and Queen Charlotte Sound, with Bioness tows at promising sites.
Radioisotope Use: 
None
PROBLEMS [SCIENTIFIC GEAR AND OPERATIONS]:

· CTD/rosette experienced some problems, with relatively large offsets appearing in some sensors.  Changing to backup sensors helped somewhat but the problem appears partially unresolved.  It is hoped that post-processing will resolve these issues.

· bongo nets performed adequately throughout the cruise.  One net mysteriously ripped, possibly due to winch surging causing the net to invert momentarily and snag on the flow meter.  Surging was solved by engine room staff.
· thermosalinograph installed and ran but data quality is unknown at this time.  Output of data to onboard logging system (SCS) was not available due to computer output port not available.  Wrong configuration file installed at the beginning, soon rectified.
· Ross 50kHz and 200kHz transducers were of extremely poor quality, unusable as usual.  The 100kHz transducer was usable but not of excellent quality.
· Bioness operated flawlessly, although the winch cable had been badly bent and required retermination.

· IOS Triple-Ping sounder operated very well, with some playback software issues.

SUCCESSES [SCIENTIFIC]:
We completed 100% of our intended sampling program, and obtained a very good description of biological, chemical, and physical oceanographic conditions off the west coast in late summer of 2004.  Due to inadequate number of scientific personnel available for optimum efficiency, many people went beyond the call of duty in contributing to the success of this mission.

PROBLEMS [SHIP’S EQUIPMENT]
The ship operated very well from a functional standpoint.  The SCS (Scientific Computing System) failed to start up and required several emails to shore in order to rectify the problem.  The IOLan interface in the main lab gave problems and now appears to have failed (at end of cruise). 
It’s not really equipment, but an operational problem has cropped up recently.  The meal hours have been changed, particularly affecting the noon watch change.  As our science crew operate on a traditional 4-on, 8-off system, we do a watch change at noon.  Present (new) meal hours have an order cut-off at 12:05, often not possible to meet.  Early relief and/or put-away meals provide a partial solution but shouldn’t be necessary every day.  The previous time for last order (12:15) worked well for Science personnel, if this new system is to be in place permanently, we will have to look at changing our routines, perhaps incurring greater overtime expense.
OPERATIONS/PLATFORM SUITABILITY]:

The John P. Tully once again proved it
self to be very suitable for offshore oceanographic work.
SUCCESSES [SHIP]:

As always, the TULLY is an excellent platform for our work.  All of the crew (bridge, deck, engineering, and galley) were friendly and helpful and exceptional cooperation between science and ship personnel proved instrumental in the success of the cruise.  Particular thanks to Captain John Anderson and the bridge officers for their patience with often changing priorities.  All members of the crew are to be commended for their professional attitude,  competence, and cheerful and interested approach to the work
.  
DELAYS [OTHER THAN WEATHER]:

None
SAFETY CONCERNS:

None noted.

HAZARDOUS OCCURRENCES:

None noted.
EVENT LOG:

Sept 2: Scientific party arrived by truck at Port Hardy, load and depart approximately 16:30
Sept 2-4: Acoustic lines run through Hecate Strait and Queen Charlotte Sound.  Stops at several COPRA stations for CTD/Bongo tows.  Two Bioness tows in southern QCS.
Sept 4: CS line, including several off-line stations (CTD/Rosette/Bongos)

Sept 5-10: continue CTD/Rosette/Bongo stations along LBP, LG, LD, LC, and LB lines, including off-line CTD/Bongo stations
Sept 10: Evening, steam for IOS
Sept 11: Tie up IOS jetty approximately 08:00, unload scientific gear
SUMMARY/FINAL COMMENTS:

This was a very successful cruise.  The weather played a large roll as we were able to occupy all intended stations.  Also, the Line P cruise previous to this returned early, giving us extra days that aren’t often available for this program.  This helped immensely in the successful completion of the intended work, allowing the addition of the acoustic lines in Hecate/QCS area. 

Having a minimal number of scientific personnel on board became somewhat problematic however, as many of the stations in this program are very close together.  Having more people on each watch may have allowed a more efficient use of the vessel time.  
Equipment repair and maintenance may be forgone or done inadequately when there is no time and overtime is discouraged.  This can result in an attitude of “good enough”.  We must take care in the future to guard against this.  Teamwork must also be emphasised to a greater extent.  Again, when there aren’t adequate human resources available, people often have to learn new jobs, take on extra responsibilities, and perhaps share responsibilities.  Some do this better than others and an overall attitude of “getting the job done” would go a long way to reducing conflicts and problems.
I wish to thank all of the scientific crew for their hard work and perseverance, particularly those just coming off a Line P cruise.

Doug Yelland
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