IOS Quality Control Flags for Water Samples

These flags are based on the WOCE quality flags (http://whpo.ucsd.edu/manuals/pdf/90_1/chap4.pdf, Table 4.9). We have replaced the numeric flags used by WOCE with alphabetical flags in order to avoid confusion of the quality flags with data values. Our purpose in not normally using many of these flags is to flag only suspect data, making it easier for the user to notice those bad data. Channel headings for the data flags should be in the format of <Flag:Parameter>, e.g. Flag:Phosphate.

Flag 
Definition

a
Sample for this measurement was drawn from water bottle but not analyzed (not normally used)

b
Acceptable measurement (not normally used)

c
Questionable measurement (no problem observed in sampling or analysis, but value is not trusted, nonetheless; includes outlyers)

d
Bad measurement (known problem with sampling or analysis, but not serious enough to completely discard the value)

e
Not reported (lost sample; unredeemably bad measurement)

f
Mean of replicate measurements (summary of replicates and table of replicate data should be included in the metadata file)

g
Manual chromatographic peak measurement

h
Irregular digital chromatographic peak integration

i
Sample not drawn for this measurement from this bottle (not normally used)

